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pollution - 224 times greater than
the health standard - was found
Inside a house I 1/s miles from the
old Redfield factory. That's the
farthest home checked so far for
Redfield contamination.

Last week, that house, In the
5100 block of East Missouri Ave-
nue, had a "For Sale" sign in front
of it. A real estate agent said the
owner could not be reached for
comment.

State health officials said they
plan this summer to investigate
cancer rates in the contaminated
area.

A May 1999 study, conducted in a
much smaller neighborhood tract
when officials believed the plume
was smaller, found no unusual oc-
curences of liver cancer, the most
serious illness linked to the leaking
chemical.

The Denver Post I "a* M. Davis
Neighborhood concern Southeast Denver reeloent Je-

Neighborhood residents voiced anette Miller, left, and Marcl
concern for their health and their Skinner of Emrkogroup Ltd. dis-
property values. cuss a pollutlon-detecting device

Dave Huss, 35, said he learned of being placed In Miller's home.
possible pollution problems this The device will No for pwmml-
�Pying when a work crew began nents In homes riser the former
dlkging a test well in the street in Redfield dfle scope phWL
front of his Nebraska Way house.
It asked for an Indoor air test and Also, breathing high levels of
got distressing results: His home DICE affects the central nervous
a& was contaminated at levels 157 system, and breathing lower levels
times greater than the health stan- over time may damage the nervous
dard. system, liver and lungs, according

�'When we first heard about it, to federal health officials.
I EPA's health standard for DCE

pollution has been in pla" at least
10 years, an agency official said.
But after reviewing DCE health
studies, mainly from the mid-

VFbuld you buy my house right 1980s, a key EPA toxicologist now
new?" says DCE may be less dangerous
a6till, Huss, like many n2eihbor- than previously thought.

head residents, said his fa was He's roposed a more lenient
stIcking with the area, largerybe. stand:d for DCE UutioO. A pan-e I SC= is to review
#n the former Redfield owner, el of outside

the St. Louis-based Brown Shoe that in June in Washington, D.C.
Co., agreed to Install a special ven. It's unclear how long the Red-
tilation fan to remove the colorless field factory has been lealking Pol-
and odorless pollution vapors from lution.
the home. The plant, which bad a history of

The $1.6 billion-a-year company, regulatory trouble, was built In
best known for its Famous Foot- 1955 and operated by several own-
wear, Buster Brown and Naturaliz. ers before it started oducing
er brands. said it will install $1,3oo high-quality rifle scopes
Ventilation systems in all homes 1960a under the Redfiel
with pollution exceeding health its peak, Redfiel
standards. The company owned scopes a year w
Redfield from 1979 to 1984.
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don't know if the finger plume is
A 1981 aeriai pnotograph of the theirs, and state officials said

"We are being very proactive," 11-acre complex shows "Stainingpp they're not sure how long it will
said Dennis Snyder, director of cor- or apparent pollution, flowing take to learn the true extent and

ate. planning for Brown. --We from a Redfield waste-oll tank and source of the pollution.
going as quickly as we can. We toward Cook Park homes. Amid "I don't want to love any esti.

a trying to get to the end of this mounting environmental woes, the mate," said Howard Roitman, haz.
pl me as quickly as we can." factory shut down In June 1998. ardous waste director for the state

A company-financed Web site, Last spring, the state and Brown health department. "We thought
v&w.redfieldsite.org, lists real es- executives said they thought the we knew (the plume length) a while
tate summaries indicating that lo- plume was contained within a two- ago, and we Were Proven wrong."
ell prope;ryt values haven't been block area just north and east of Now the Brown Group is trying

by R fiet pollution. the plant. But in August they dis- to schedule Pollution tests in doz.
ut few polluters in the Rocky covered an underground searn, less ens of apartments and condomini.

tain West have sullied so than 50 feet wide, carrying pollu- ums In the plume's apparent path
homes. tion around a bedrock barrier and just South of the creek. State offi-

though Superfund workers north toward Cherry Creek. cials also PlaQ tests north of Cher-
cleaned as many as 500 homes in Officials originally suspected the ry Creek.

idvale, Utah, and Colorado su- pollution would enter Cherry Creek Regulators it isn't easy to
p:rvised a decontamination of and be diluted enough to stop pos- figure out WmXal homes face the
2,500 homes In Grand Junction, ing health risks. But now they be- greatest risk of contamination.
time p�ojects were caused by his- lieve the lurne turns northwest In- At some points close to the facto-
toric mining or smelter operations to an Vent underground channel Inwhere the groundwater pollu.
that polluted surrounding soils. of Cherry Creek and carries the is worst, the plume is 36 feet

pollution at least a mile beyond, underground and the air inside
DCE a possible carcinogen out of Deriver and into the Glen- houses is barely tainted.

dale city limits. As the plume flows closer to
By contrast, Redfield contami- Groundwater samples show a Cherry Creek, groundwater 1111-

upted moving streams of ground- plume of DCE just south of the tion Is less concentrated, but Fros, as
water that have spread pollution to creek from South Holly Street to little as 8 feet underground, en-
now homes and neighborhoods. somewhere past South Cherry abling DCE vapors to leak more

Redfield pumped out industrial Street. State officials say that ex- easily Into basements and crawl
vents that disintegrate into tended plume, shaped like a finger, spaces.

, which the U.S. Environmen- carries chemicals similar In make- "They found It In my closet right
Protection Agency classifies as up to the Redfield plume. over there," said Ida Boye, 66, who

le carcinogen. Redfield executives said they has lived for 20 years In a one-sto-
ry ranch house on the 5400 block of
East Nebraska Way. Her home air
tested � 30 times greater than the
health standard. "I felt safe living
here before. Now they put in a ven.
tilator, and I feel safe today."

State health officials noted that
Colorado is one of the few states
requiring extensive decontamina-
tions for home air polluted by leak.
ing industrial solvents. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
is conducting a national review of
the current health standard for the
vapor.

In the meantime, the Brown Shoe
Co. has two full-time workers can-
vassing the neighborhoods, per-
forming $1,000 air tests and in-
stalling ventilation fans In homes
where pollution exceeds fftandaMs.

"We're working as fast as the
system will allow us," said Iloyd
Brunkhorst, technology director
for Brown. "We're going to keep
tracking it closely and stay withit.,,

Mju* Obmasclk can be reached
at mobmascA�denverpost.com or
303-820-1415.
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Derpoer Post Sto VA m Village neighboorboods as fast asToxins move into strembed in Denver '200'feeta 'year. " and '"Iffla

A toxic leak ignored by state In December, 169 homes had
regulators for two years now Ls pect. "I'd love to be able to tell you we DCE, wbkh the government classi- been contaminated at levels ex-
among the worst in the Rocky - ceeding the state's cancer stan-MounUkin.West, forcing the decoD- Mt's twice as far as regulators see the end, but so far we have no fies as a pomlAe carcinog- Doz dard, By last week, that nuw*r
tanlhUltiM Of 310 Southeast Den- estimated just four months ago- indication that we've got it all ens more neighborhood tests are

tracked�" said Marion Galant of being scheduled. swelled to 310, with dozens of
ver homes and sending offkials 1%e problem: Tox�ins apparently the Jaw.& D*arWx!nt of public bomes and apartment complex
scrambling to km how far the have wandered into an ancient un- Health and Environment. 7be Dereer Post reported in De- still to be tested.
pollation has sprea& derground streambed that trickles cember that Redrield executives It wasn't just the raw numbers

The underground plume of indw, beneath another Delghborbood of State officials estimated 4,000 warned the health department of that raised coDmm
trial solvents flows at lewt 2 miks bases and apartments people live atop the plume. It's un- pollution problems in 1"4 and New tests yiel&-d disturbing
north and wmt from the former state otWals concede they still k3iown how many of them have 19-95, but state offIcials took no new& Some of the plume's worse
Redf'ield rifle scope factory at SM aren't sure where the pollution here exposed to unsafe levels of protective action until 1997- Mean-

Jewell Ave., state officials sus- stops. the chemical 1,1-dwWoroetbene, or while, the plume of DCE oozed be- Pk�ase see TOXIC on 14A
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In a campground a storne's

throw east of the Carter Lake
d#n, southwest of Loveland, vet-
erinarian Mike Miller sights a
cornpressed air rise and sweezes
tbe trigger

A tr� dart rockets intn
the fiank of a mule deer doe.

Several minutes later, when the
animal dropr, he aM two assis-
twts from the state Division of
WM* will listen a radio collar
around its nedL 'Men, when the
animal revives, theyT mlease it.
I "We want to collar six to eight

44T in this area, and 60 to 80
011thtmghout the zones where we

%mpect them is chro�riic wasting
disease in deer and ek, he said.

'Vk are bokiag at the relation-
s* of moveme-nt patterns o( deer
and CWD. We know we have it in
Unit 9 (a 100,000-acre triangle
I U1 g frorn Fort-Collins north to
thl� Wyoming state line) and a few J
unks around that, but it could be
a7fical if it ooritinues riming into
ea stern Co"-d&"

LW 9 is the front line in the
state's right 2gamst CWD, a deadly
deer and elk disease whose imph-
ciiabms for people are not yet
know Mike Miller is one of a
group of experts st�ymg the dis-
ease - and taking steps to
tounter it s spread.

Umt 9 has one of the hiigbest seek G_ steff
concentratm s of deer with clum- Tb� �dK W N" OM mW Eb low tft a hbw SEWk bw a =6 d1w h nd ho ckuk
k wastim disease in the state - -8ft &am ffft 6- = *V bd� qwdn� to �w cuM hwe Ka4nd4aO h*knfim fw kmkm h mwlmubm Cdwab wd anbudm Wonlig
about 15 pere"t of total deer pop-

ulabon within the Zoned bm of diseased animals. well we if it reduces C" in that Big gum bunting regulatiow deer that tests pnitive.
Othff areas have percentages of WildIife officials authorized a arrea." clearly identify the game units 'We have nothing to locate

infection aknost. as great; still oth- special hunt for jariuary and Feb- Testog took Wee to m weeks, where CWD has been found, and a CWD can be transmitted tc) hu-
ers much lower. All are in a regiort ruary to cull the deer populatiort m and hunters were notified of the special section explains CWD. It mans, " I wouldn't even Led a
eoughly between the North and Urut 9, which has -an estirn� results. Even if they camie back also advises hunters to wear rub- Negative animal Lo my children
South Platte rivers from Fbrt 2,WO deet AbDut 300 licenses positim it was up to the hunter ber gloves when fie4d dressing an because the dectsion whether to
Collins to the Nebraska state lin� were nsued, and hunters were Whether to eat the amtnal. aram, and urges mmi mall harwAing eat one or not mug be made by
� So br, state efforts in Unit 9 are rewired to surrendff the heads so Dtvmon bk4opsts are in the of bram and sTmal tiss� and the indivindtiaL and my chit&ren
;n three princMaj arena& studynig, they CMM be tested br CWD. saxae arm tying to kill an addi- thorough hand-washing. aren't yet old enough to make that
testing and collaring animals; Of the 209 deer kM , 19 tested tiona] 100 to 200 anirnals on pri- Still unknown is whether deer decision for theraselves,' Miller
ieachi�g hunters about the dis- pos ruve- vate and pubtic brids to teat the the test posative for CWD should said.
kase and mtng them to take pre- 1lk needed a basehm," Midler relationship between kywff deer be consum� "I als-o wouldn't let them drink
�adtions; and reducing the nLtm_ said- "SO if it reduces the density densities and dis� prevalence. Miller says he would not eat a *or, smoke orr eat raw oysters.'


